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MY MOST DIFFICULT DECISION
By Lora Weir

Calvin Kimbrough

I recently made the very difficult decision to leave New
Hope House. I have hurt my back three times since 2014, and am
no longer able to do anything that requires physical labor. I have
reached the point where I can’t live alone, because my balance is
bad and I could fall. I am very careful, but one never knows.
In May I moved to the north Georgia mountains to live with
my daughter Christine and her husband Jeff. I love the mountains
and look forward to traveling around and exploring them. I am
very fortunate to still be able to drive, and it doesn’t bother my
back at all. In fact, when I am sitting, my back doesn’t hurt at all;
only when I do too much does it cause me pain.
Leaving New Hope House was very difficult. I have been
involved with the ministry there for 28 years. Even when I did not
physically live there I still visited on death row and went to death
penalty trials and hearings. I was very fortunate to have two
wonderful husbands there. So much of both of these men, Bill
Shain and Ed Weir, remain there. Bill did all of the landscaping
and built the beautiful rock walls. Ed taught me what I needed to
know about how to serve death row prisoners and their families.
Three of the ministries that were very meaningful for me
were taking care of the families at the time when their loved one
was being executed, visiting the men on death row, and attending
death penalty trials to support the defendant, his or her family
and the defense attorneys. It was a privilege to be able to do
these things.
One of the things that is making this transition easier is knowing that the ministry is in good hands with
Mary Catherine there. She is committed to continuing the important work that has been so dear to me for so
many years. I’ve promised her that I will come back to help whenever I am needed.
I want to thank all of you with whom I have worked over the years for your love and support. My life is
better for having known and worked with you. I would feel very blessed if we could stay in touch. My new
address is 91 Dream Cove Road, Cherry Log, Georgia 30522. I send you all much love and appreciation for 28
wonderful years.
Join us for a celebration of Lora Weir and her beloved husband Ed Weir on Saturday, July 29, 2017 in the
Atlanta area. Please see the next page for details.

LORA WEIR AND THE ROAD TO GEORGIA’S DEATH ROW
By Mary Catherine Johnson
Lora Weir is fond of telling the story about the first time that she and her first husband Bill visited New
Hope House. As they drove down a bumpy dirt road to a place that was buried deep in the woods, they said
to each other, “We could never live out here!” Well, as the saying goes, “Never Say Never,” because that
place in the woods was exactly where God was calling Bill and Lora Shain to live, where they would devote
their lives to offering loving hospitality to Georgia’s death row prisoners and their families.
I have known Lora for many years, and as she prepared to depart from her home on that dirt road buried
deep in the woods, so many memories came flooding back for both of us. One of the most enduring images I
have of Lora here is of her sitting on the sofa in our guesthouse on the evenings of executions. Returning from
the vigil at the prison, I would find Lora sitting there with the family of the executed prisoner, sharing their
tears, listening to their stories, and calmly alleviating their fears. I learned so much about the power of simply
being present to others from watching Lora sit with the families at those harrowing times. Thank you, Lora,
for being my teacher and my friend, and for having the courage to take that bumpy dirt road to a place where
you could bring God’s light to the darkness that surrounds the death penalty. May all of the love and blessings
you have bestowed on others be returned to you many times over in your retirement.

A Celebration of
Ed & Lora Weir
Please join us as we honor the life of Ed Weir
and give Lora Weir a grand send-off to retirement.
Calvin Kimbrough

Saturday, July 29, 2017 from 2:00-4:00 pm
Featuring Food, Fabulous Folks and Fanfare
Atlanta Friends Meeting
701 W. Howard Avenue, Decatur, GA 30030
Directions & Parking: http://atlantaquakers.org
RSVP: Mary Catherine, 404-273-0621 (text or call); mcjohnson78@yahoo.com
SHARE A REMEMBRANCE
Whether you can attend or not, please take a moment to share a remembrance about Ed or Lora or both.
Send your stories, memories, expressions of gratitude, and pictures to Mary Catherine Johnson at
mcjohnson78@yahoo.com or New Hope House, PO Box 1213, Griffin, GA 30224, no later than Friday, July
21, 2017. All submissions will be given to Lora, and some may be selected for a video presentation.

SUMMER APPEAL
New Hope House is getting a facelift!
After 30 years of providing shelter for death row families, our beloved guesthouse is in need of some
sprucing up! With no trials or executions scheduled for the next few months, I will be getting out my
paintbrush and honing my interior design skills to join the D-I-Y craze on behalf of New Hope House this
summer. A few fresh coats of paint, some cheery new furniture and beds, and a handful of minor
renovations will go a long way in making the guesthouse feel new again for our death row families.
I could really use your help in making “Project Dream Guesthouse” a reality!
Your donation this summer will support these renovations, in addition to the
ongoing work of this ministry. Between painting and redecorating, I’ll continue
my regular visits and correspondence with death row prisoners, transporting
family members to visitation, and hosting families in temporary guest quarters
in the staff house. Your support keeps me going on so many levels, and I feel With love & thanks,
such deep gratitude for the community that surrounds me in this work.
Mary Catherine

SITTING ON THE SIDE OF LOVE IN GEORGIA’S COURTROOMS
By Mary Catherine Johnson
In 2017 I have attended two capital trials, and in both cases the victim was a police officer. Also in both
cases, the defendants suffered from mental illnesses that went untreated until they escalated into the
tragedies that left two bright, young police officers dead. In January, Michael Bowman was found “Guilty but
Mentally Ill” for the murder of Deputy Kevin Jordan, which prompted the Spaulding County District Attorney
to drop the death penalty, and led to Michael being sentenced by the judge to Life Without Parole. In June,
Christopher Calmer was sentenced by a jury to Life Without Parole for the murder Deputy Michael Norris.
Thanks to the brilliant work of the Georgia Capital Defender’s office, Georgia has not seen a new death
sentence since 2014.
I was honored to sit on the defendant’s side of the courtroom for both of these trials, and to
accompany their grieving family members as they navigated the complicated trial procedures and the
daunting task of testifying before the court, begging for the juries to spare the lives of their loved ones.
These trials were incredibly emotional for both sides, and I often found myself looking across the aisle to the
victims’ families, as they relived the worst moments of their lives again and again, and I felt immense
compassion for them. As I experienced the intense grief on both sides of the courtroom, something that
Sister Helen Prejean said came to mind. She spoke about the image of Jesus on the cross, with his arms
extended: one arm represents the victims of murder, and the other arm represents those who have
committed murder. She explained that Jesus has equal love and compassion for both the victims of murder
and the murderers, and that the two come together at the heart of Jesus, pulsing with God’s life and love.
This is the image that gives me comfort when the intensity of these trials becomes almost too much to bear.
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OUR MINISTRY
New Hope House is a Christian
community offering hospitality
to families of people on
Georgia’s death row and
support to people whose family
members are involved in death
penalty trials. We also visit
people on death row and work
to replace the death penalty
with just alternatives.
New Hope House is part of
Possum Trot Ministries, a
nonprofit (501c4) organization.
We are financially dependent
on gifts (not tax deductible).
Contact New Hope House:
Mary Catherine Johnson
404-273-0621
mcjohnson78@yahoo.com

J.W. “Boy” Ledford, ¡PRESENTE!
On May 17, 2017, the State of Georgia executed J.W. Ledford. J.W.
was known affectionately as “Boy” by his friends and family because
he was the only male child with five older sisters. At New Hope
House we experienced Boy in the fullness of his humanity – his
struggles with abuse and addiction from a young age, his intellectual
disability, his wonderful sense of humor, his generosity of spirit, his
brilliant legal team who fought to save his life over the past 25
years, and his loving, grieving family.

