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DIVINE SORROW
By Mary Catherine Johnson

If after I am free a friend of mine gave a feast, and did not invite me to it, I should not mind a bit … But if after I am
free a friend of mine had a sorrow and refused to allow me to share it, I should feel it most bitterly. If he shut the
doors of the house of mourning against me, I would come back again and again and beg to be admitted … because
he who can look at the loveliness of the world and share its sorrow, and realize something of the wonder of both, is
in immediate contact with divine things, and has got as near to God's secret as any one can get.
– Oscar Wilde, writing from prison in De Profundis

In March of this year I learned that my mother’s cancer had come back in full force, plunging her into an
aggressive, months-long treatment plan. Around that same time, one of my dear friends on death row lost a
loved one, and I was the one who broke the news to him over the phone. Add in the realities of my daily
witness to the ongoing suffering among those served by this ministry, and there were moments over the past
few months when I felt like I was drowning in a river of sorrow.
But then something would always happen to lift my head above the water – moments of profound
intimacy when I felt the presence of the Divine, allowing me to experience first-hand why Oscar Wilde begged
to share in another person’s sorrow. There was the night
after radiation when my mother felt good enough to go for a
short walk during a gorgeous pink, purple, and orange
sunset, giving her the energy to sit with me for hours
afterward and weave the stories of her life into an
accounting of her favorite songs of all time; as we talked,
Amazon’s Alexa played each song for us. There was the
phone call with my friend on death row when he was finally
able to cry about the death of his loved one, and I cried with
him – the tears of shared grief and catharsis. There was the
Mary Catherine and her mom on the last day of radiation
phone call with a death row family member on what would
have been her brother’s birthday, when I made her laugh about something her brother used to do; she said
she never expected to laugh that day. And there was the phone call with a death row mother on the
anniversary of her son’s execution, when she spent two hours remembering to me all the ways that her son
brought joy to her life.
In these moments when the sorrow gives way to loveliness, I feel my acts of accompaniment, hospitality,
and simple presence move me deeper into relationship with those I serve and with God. Each moment of
shared sorrow also pushes me deeper into my calling to be at New Hope House. I trust that moments of
intimacy and grace will buoy me when the sorrow becomes too great, as will the loving community that
surrounds and supports me in this work. I have so much gratitude in my heart for all of the love, prayers,
support, and donations that so many of you have offered up for me and for New Hope House in recent
months and over the years. Your willingness to share in both the sorrow and the loveliness of this ministry
has helped me get as near to God’s secret as any one can get.

O gather up the brokenness
And bring it to me now
The fragrance of those promises
You never dared to vow

The splinters that you carry
The cross you left behind
Come healing of the body
Come healing of the mind

– From “Come Healing” by Leonard Cohen
Music has been an essential part of my mother’s healing from cancer. One song that we listened
to a lot as we traveled to radiation and chemo appointments was Elayna Boynton’s luminous
cover of “Come Healing” by Leonard Cohen. The lyrics continue to sustain me now as I move
beyond the sorrow of cancer and the pandemic toward the restoration of all that New Hope
House has to offer to those we serve. – Mary Catherine

New Hope House is mourning
the loss of one of our death row
family members to Covid-19,
Minnie Marie Edenfield (above).
Her beautiful spirit and love of
laughter are greatly missed.

Vaccination for Mary Catherine
has meant the ability to welcome
visitors again, like our board
member Al Lawler (left) and
Stephanie Jones (above), a death
row family member.

It was family and friends to the rescue when a giant oak tree fell dangerously
close to the staff house in June. Thank you Brian, Wayne, Amy, Jack, and Sarah
Grace (L to R) for braving the Georgia heat to save the ministry from hiring an
expensive tree professional!

We are thrilled to be
partnering with DJ Sims
(above), the new Lead
Organizer of Georgians For
Alternatives to the Death
Penalty, to abolish capital
punishment in Georgia.
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The Tree of Life at the entrance to the New Hope House guesthouse
serves as a lovely complement to the real trees that cast dancing
shadows in the morning light.

Our guesthouse has come alive with visitors again, and with that has come an
influx of expenses to keep it beautiful and in good working order. A new
washer and dryer, roof and septic tank repairs, gutter maintenance, new
kitchen appliances, plumbing enhancements, the replacement of expired
food staples in the pantry, and new lawn equipment are just some of things
needed at this time. Your donation this summer will help us continue our
loving hospitality as our death row families and other guests return for
visitation as well as for executions that may resume in the coming months.

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!
HOW TO DONATE
You can use the enclosed envelope to send a CHECK PAYABLE TO NEW HOPE HOUSE,
or donate online through our website and these applications:

www.newhopehousega.org
PAYPAL: Look for Possum Trot Ministries or newhopehousega@yahoo.com
VENMO: @NewHopeHouseGA
CASH APP: $NewHopeHouseGA
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NEW HOPE HOUSE
P.O. BOX 1213
GRIFFIN, GA 30224
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OUR MINISTRY
New Hope House is a Christian
community offering hospitality
to families of people on
Georgia’s death row and
support to people whose family
members are involved in death
penalty trials. We also visit
people on death row and work
to replace the death penalty
with just alternatives.
New Hope House is part of
Possum Trot Ministries, a
nonprofit (501c4) organization.
We are financially dependent
on gifts (not tax deductible).
Contact New Hope House:
Mary Catherine Johnson
404-273-0621
mcjohnson78@yahoo.com

Mary Catherine’s father, Wayne Johnson, created this basket illusion
piece in his woodworking studio to honor the work of New Hope
House and the Tree of Life theme that is prevalent here. We are
thrilled to add such a beautiful piece to our art collection for our death
row families and other guests to enjoy.

